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Ely teacher invited to Downing Street reception 

Welcome
Welcome to the summer 2018 edition of the DEMAT
schools’ newsletter. As we approach the final weeks of the
school year, I find myself reflecting on our collectively hectic,
challenging, rewarding and ultimately enjoyable year of doing
the very best we can for our children.

The Trust continues to grow – as of today we have 33 schools
with several others in the pipeline to join us in the coming
months – but with that growth comes a determination to
provide the right structures and support to help you thrive. 
To that end, we have made several new appointments to
strengthen our central team – details of which can be found
elsewhere in this newsletter.

A highlight of this term was the
official opening of our (fairly) new
offices in Ely, particularly the choir
who sang so movingly and the

privilege of having the former
Archbishop of Canterbury 

Dr Rowan Williams and Bishop
Stephen with us to perform
the opening ceremony and

cut the obligatory cake. It was humbling to see so many
headteachers and governors giving up their valuable time to
join us – it really was terrific to see you all there. But I think
many would agree that the real highlight of the day was the
choir from Ely St Mary’s Junior School, who sang with energy
and humour and behaved immaculately on what was a very
hot day. They did themselves and their school proud.

At the time of writing we don’t yet have this year’s KS2 SATs
results, but I know you and your pupils will all have tried your
hardest. That is all I can ask.

I hope the remainder of the term goes well. I know many of
you keep an eye on school emails over the summer holiday – 
I appreciate this does make life easier – but do try and plan a
decent break over the summer and return refreshed and
ready for the new school year. Rest assured that during the
school closure period we will be working hard to develop
even further centrally shared support and resources, details of
which I will discuss at the next DEMAT headteacher meeting.

An Ely teacher was invited to a reception at 
10 Downing Street to celebrate the work of the
teaching profession across the country.

Rachel Clarke, deputy head of Ely St Mary’s CofE
Junior School, was nominated to represent DEMAT.

The drinks reception – to recognise ‘outstanding work
of teachers’ – was for primary, secondary and special
school teachers across the UK and included a speech
from Prime Minister Theresa May.

Rachel met Education Secretary Damian Hinds and
Children and Families Minister Nadhim Zahawi.

Rachel said: 

“It was an honour to be invited to the
reception and to meet not only the Secretary
of State but also many other dedicated and
committed teachers doing an outstanding
job for our children and young people.”



Former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan
Williams was the guest of honour when he
officially opened DEMAT’s head offices in Ely. 

Dr Williams – now Master of Magdalene College in Cambridge –
performed the ceremony with the Bishop of Ely, the Rt
Reverend Stephen Conway.

DEMAT moved into permanent offices in the Grace Building at 
8 High Street, Ely, last year.

The official opening featured a special performance by a choir
from Ely St Mary’s CofE Junior School.

Headteachers, governors and Trust members joined the
celebrations, which included the unveiling of a plaque and
the cutting of a cake.

Former Archbishop opens DEMAT’s Ely offices 

Dr Rowan Williams and Andrew Read

Dr Rowan Williams and Bishop Stephen

The choir from Ely St Mary’s Junior School



Comings and goings
DEMAT has been welcoming several new faces to its schools and central team,
while others will be taking on new roles from September.

• Denise Woodhouse is joining the central team as Social, Emotional and Mental Health
(SEMH) Support Practitioner 

• Claire Gray is DEMAT’s new School Effectiveness Officer for Leadership and
Management

• Laura Barton (pictured right) has joined us as DEMAT’s HR Co-ordinator

• Sally Batchelder is the new School Improvement Administrator, 
replacing Melissa Clarke

• Claire Claxton will start as Headteacher of the Orchards CofE Academy in September

• Jaynie Lynch will leave her post as interim Headteacher of the Orchards to become Headteacher of Wisbech 
St Mary Academy

• Andrew Stratton has been appointed as Executive Headteacher of the Trinity Partnership – as a boy he attended
Wormegay Primary School

• Jade Betts will be leaving Guyhirn Primary School to become headteacher of Elm CofE Primary School

• Karen Milnthorpe has been appointed headteacher of Guyhirn Primary School

• Dawn Liddle has been appointed headteacher of Anthony Curton and Tilney All-Saints

• Amy Harvey has been appointed as head of school at St Peter’s Junior School.

Bishop Stephen with DEMAT

staff and local dignitaries

Bishop of Ely guest of honour at Orchards Academy

The Bishop of Ely, the Rt Reverend Stephen Conway,
was the guest of honour at a special party to mark the
relaunch of the Orchards CofE Academy in Wisbech.

The Mayor of Wisbech, local
councillors, former governors and
representatives from the Church and
DEMAT were all at the party at the
school earlier this term.

The Bishop led a special assembly on
the day, which included prayers written
and read by pupils, a new school motto
and the presentation of commemorative
bookmarks to all pupils.

After a tour of the school in Cherry Road,
the Bishop unveiled a plaque to mark the
occasion and cut a celebratory cake.

Parents then joined the children and
visitors for a picnic lunch on the school
fields, followed by a special afternoon
featuring an interactive curriculum.

Chair of Governors Betty Hasler said: 

“We were delighted and honoured
that the Bishop was with us to
celebrate the school’s transition
and new future as an academy with
the Diocese of Ely Multi-Academy
Trust. Just as importantly, it was a
day to remember for children, their
parents and the community.”



Leadership and management praised at 
Marshland St James

The school is the first in the area to benefit
from the Paws 2 Read scheme, run by
Therapy Dogs Nationwide (TDN).

Border terrier Coni comes into school once
a week with her owner Amanda Wall to help
four children gain confidence with their
reading. Initially a trial, they hope to expand
the scheme further.

Coni has become a regular visitor to the
school and has her own doggy bed and bowl
in the staffroom.

Headteacher Beccy Ireland-Curtis said:
“This is a wonderful opportunity to allow
children to have extra reading time alongside
a furry member of our team. It embraces
our holistic approach to helping children
within school and we are delighted to have
welcomed Coni and Amanda into school.”

All dogs at Therapy Dogs Nationwide are
temperament assessed by trained assessors
and must be healthy and well presented. The
dogs and their volunteers also visit hospitals
and retirement homes. 

The effectiveness of
leadership and management
has been praised at
Marshland St James Primary
and Nursery School.

An inspector from OfSTED also praised
the behaviour of children and the early
years provision, but concluded that the
school required improvement.

He said headteacher Sarah Durrant 
had high expectations for all staff. 
“The headteacher has made her high
expectations for the quality of teaching,
learning and assessment clear.

“She is accurate in her evaluation of
teaching and learning and she identifies
strengths and weaknesses precisely
during lesson observations,” said the
inspector’s report.

He said DEMAT supported leaders well.
“The trust supports the headteacher

well. Trustees share the accountability
for pupils’ outcomes. Directors from the
trust visit on a termly basis and carry out
rigorous and detailed monitoring of the
teaching, learning and leadership.”

The inspector also praised the
behaviour of pupils, adding: “Pupils 
are well mannered and polite. Their
movement and behaviour around
school is calm and sensible.”

Early years provision at the school was
found to be good. The inspector said
the early years environment was
stimulating and exciting for the children
because of vibrant displays and the
range of equipment available.

The school was encouraged to improve
the quality of teaching, learning and
assessment, and to raise attainment in
reading and mathematics.

Headteacher Sarah Durrant said: 
“This school has been on a considerable
journey in the past three years – moving

from being an inadequate school to
where we are today. The staff, pupils and
parents have worked extremely hard to
move this school forward and that hard
work is now paying off. We know we are
still on the way to being a ‘good’ school,
but this report clearly shows we have
strong foundations on which to build our
continuing school improvement.”

Coni the dog helps Ely St Mary’s children with reading 

Children at Ely St Mary’s CofE Junior school have
been given a helping paw with their reading from
Coni the dog.



St Andrew’s CofE Primary School is
celebrating after winning a prestigious
award for its commitment to excellence
in science.

The Soham school has achieved a
Primary Science Quality Mark Silver
Award.

It is one of just 180 schools across the
country to win the accolade this year
for its commitment to excellence in
science teaching and learning.

At St Andrew’s it was science lead 
Mrs Dao Cooper who developed the
science curriculum and provision at 
the school.

The Primary School Quality Mark
(PSQM) scheme enables schools to

work together to share good practice
and is supported by professional
development led by local experts.

It is led by the University of
Hertfordshire’s School of Education in
partnership with the Primary Science
Teaching Trust.

PSQM’s national director Jane Turner
said: “Gaining a Primary Science Quality
Award is a significant achievement for a
school. The profile and quality of
science teaching and learning in each
awarded school is very high. Science
subject leaders, their colleagues,
headteachers, children, parents and
governors at St Andrew’s should be
very proud.”

St Andrew’s headteacher Mike Harrison
added: “We are delighted to win this
accolade. Dao Cooper has worked
exceptionally hard to develop science at
the school and this award is well-
deserved and a fantastic recognition of
her hard work.”

St Christopher’s children given a taste of Italian
Youngsters from Year 5 at St Christopher’s CofE Primary
School in Red Lodge learned all about Italian cooking on a
trip to Jamie Oliver’s restaurant in Cambridge.

The pupils met chefs at the restaurant and tried their hand
at making pasta and pizza. They also discussed the

ingredients which might go into a traditional Italian 
pasta sauce.

It was all part of a ‘funtrition’ day which St Christopher’s
does in partnership with Premier Foods

Top science award for St Andrew’s 



The school had raised money to pay
for the trim trail from several events,
including a Christmas Fair, Christmas
Extravaganza Disco and Easter Bingo.
Money was also used from the school’s
Sport Premium to develop an active
playground, while additional money
was donated by the Governing Body.  

The children’s own ideas were
incorporated into the final design 
of the trim trail.

Headteacher Stacey Kendall said: 
“It was important to develop a
playground that was as inclusive as
possible and one that could grow and
develop as additional funding was
made available.”

Chair of Governors Anthony
Peppercorn added: “I am very pleased
to see how happy the children are.
They are all taking turns, being active
and will enjoy this trim trail for years
to come. The Governing Body are
very pleased to have been involved in
this worthwhile project.”

William de Yaxley pupils
in plastic straw appeal to
food outlets
Youngsters from William de Yaxley CofE
Academy have launched a campaign to
persuade local businesses to ban the use of
plastic straws.

Pupils from Year 6 have written to seven businesses locally
asking them to replace plastic drinking straws with those made
of paper.

The campaign follows work in the school to write persuasively
and understand more about protecting the environment.

The children have written to KFC, Burger King, McDonalds,
Costa Coffee, Starbucks and two branches of Subway,
enclosing a copy of a display created in school highlighting the
dangers posed by plastic straws.

English writing teacher Vicky Birley said: “I was very impressed
not only with the children’s persuasive writing skills, but also
their commitment to the environment – in particular the use of
plastic drinking straws. I hope the businesses they wrote to will
take their comments on board and reconsider their use of
plastic straws.”

Qualifying at Wisbech
St Mary
Vicky Welbourne, the SEND higher level teaching
assistant at Wisbech St Mary’s, has completed her BA
(Hons) in Early Childhood Studies, achieving a First
Class degree. She now becomes a trainee teacher with
the school from September.

In addition, Alex Albutt, one of the school’s teaching
assistants – who was an apprentice there – has just
passed the CAMH Foundation Module covering a wide
range of mental health issues in children and families.

St Peter’s pupils get fit

St Peter’s CofE Junior School pupils now have no excuse not
to exercise following the official opening of their new trim
trail by Wisbech Mayor Steve Tierney.


